
 
A WARM WELCOME TO 

THE PARISH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
 

Beeches Green  •  STROUD  •  GL5 4AA  •  (01453) 762442 
 stroud.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com  stroudcatholicchurch.com 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Gary Brassington - gary.brassington@cliftondiocese.com 

Deacon: Steve Bentley Tel: (01453) 751101 Parish Administrator: Marilynne Morgan Tel: 0784 249 5988 

Parish Safeguarding Representative: Caroline Rush  : PSR.stroud.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com 
 

Lent Week 6 
Sunday Cycle Year A, Weekday Cycle Year 2, Psalter Week 2 

 
 

Date Celebration Readings 

Sunday 5
th

 April 
PALM SUNDAY OF  

THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
Is 50:4-7; Ps 21; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14-27:66 

Monday 6
th

 April Monday of Holy Week Is 42:1-7; Ps 26; Jn 12:1-11 

Tuesday 7
th

 April Tuesday of Holy Week Is 49:1-6; Ps 70; Jn 13: 21-33,36-38 

Wednesday 8
th

 April Wednesday of Holy Week Is 50:4-9; Ps 68; Mt 26:14-25 

Thursday 9
th

 April HOLY THURSDAY 
Ex 12:1-8,11-14; Ps 115; 1Cor 11:23-26;  

Jn 13:1-15 

Friday 10
th

 April 
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF 

THE LORD 
Is 52:13-53:12; Ps 30; Heb 4:14-16, 5: 7-9; 

Jn 18:1-19:42 

Saturday 11
th

 April 

 

HOLY SATURDAY 
 

EASTER VIGIL 

Gen 1:1-2:2; Ps 103 or Ps 32; Gen 22:1-18; 
Ps 15; Ex 14:15-15:1; Ex 15; Is 54:5-14;  

Ps 29; Is 55:1-11; Is 12: Bar 3:9-15,32-4:4; 
Ps 18; Ez 36: 16-28; Ps 41; Rom 6:3-11; 

Ps 117; Mt 28:1-10 

Sunday 12
th

 April 
SUNDAY OF THE 
RESURRECTION 

Acts 10:34,37-43; Ps 117; Col 3:1-4 or  
1Cor 5:6-8; Sequence Victimae Paschali 

laudes; Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 
 

 

Diocesan Prayer Link: We pray for the parishes of St Peter, Cirencester, St Aldhelm, Malmesbury; St Michael, Tetbury 
 

We pray for all those within our parish and their intentions: including the communities at the Monastery of Our Lady 
and Saint Bernard, Brownshill and More Hall, Randwick; and all those connected with our schools. 
 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD:  
Spiritual writer, Henri Nowen, tells the story of an old man who, noticing a scorpion caught in the tangled roots of a 
tree, stretches out and tries to free the scorpion. The scorpion reacts by stinging his hand. He recoils in pain but 
tries once more. He continues to do this while his hand grows more and more bloody and swollen. A passer-by 
sees what is happening and laughs, shouting across to him, „Silly old man, don‟t you know it is the nature of the 
scorpion to sting. That ugly creature will kill you if you keep on.‟ The old man stares back at him and replies, „Just 
because it is the nature of the scorpion to kill, why should I give up my nature to save?‟ The all-consuming 
compassion and love of Jesus is reflected in this story. The death of Jesus was the ultimate act of sacrifice to save 
us. Through the very bloody and inhumane suffering of one man, we have been given life. Today is a day to glorify 
the Lord and to be with him in his pain, so that we may also share in his victory. 
 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS:  
Your prayers are asked for those who are housebound, residing in nursing homes, ill in hospital or sick: 

Antonietta Lazdans, Colin Keegan, Vivienne Tarn, Sarah Williams, Jean Barber, Helen Hursthouse, Christopher Browne, 
Gerardo Capaldo, Michael Flint, Clare McDermott, Margot Williams, Gisele Smart, June & John Privett, Olivia Bouzyk, Raphael 
Moore, Brian O‟Donoghue, Mary Grant, Finley, Nicky Golder,  Ursula & Desmond Kyne, Imelda Kucharzyszyn, Kitty McCoy, 
Lisa Knight, Pat King, Francis Kerrigan, Rebecca Frazier, Lucia Mirkovic, Monika Smit, Joan O‟Donoghue, Sr Quentin, 
Peter Ollis, Peter McCombie, Anne Allen, Sr. Catherine, Daryl Jackson, Lola Long, Grace Harper, Jamie Watt, Maggie, 
Thea Gregson, Gwen Kimpton, Peter Tay, Woody, Ann Enright, Jill Chapman, Janie Wilmot, Kevin Sivell, Rian Harvey, 
Theresa Finneran, Niall Walker, Cecilia Redgrave, Christopher & Clifford Browne, Victor Vincent, Bevan, Stephen Carden, 
Murray Dolan, John Stephens, Phyllis Bruton, Marilyn Anderson, Chris Strong, Kate Thorley, Amanda Mullins, Pilar, Paul 
O‟Keith, Simon Terry, John Cibulskas, Anna Dowdeswell, Stephen & Paul Coupe, Anthea Van Venroy, Maisie McGinley & all 
their carers. 

To add a name to this list please contact the office or email/phone the Editor– please ensure you have the 
agreement of the sick person 
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Public Mass is currently suspended at the churches of 
The Immaculate Conception, Stroud and 
Our Lady and Saint Thérèse, Painswick. 

(Please see the final page of this newsletter for more details) 
 

Message from Father Gary 

As we enter into Holy Week, the most important week of the church‟s year, we are doing so in 
circumstances we could not have imagined just a short while ago. Although we are naturally saddened 
by not being able to gather as we normally would for the major Ceremonies of the week, and to 
participate in them as we would like, we can be assured that the Lord makes His Blessings available to 
us in other ways, not least through our desire to be united to the ceremonies taking place in our church. 
Although the doors will be locked, and no one else is permitted to be inside the building, I plan to 
celebrate: the Mass of the Lord‟s Supper on Thursday evening at 8:00pm; the Solemn Liturgy of the 
Passion on Good Friday at 3:00pm; and the Easter Vigil on Saturday evening at 9:00pm. Please unite 
yourself spiritually with these events. The first two of these will be the same time as at Clifton Cathedral 
(with their Easter Vigil at 8:00pm), and the services from the Cathedral can be viewed at 
www.cliftondiocese.com. Rome has issued guidance about the celebration of Holy Week in these 
circumstances and this can be seen at https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/ 
pubblico/2020/03/25/0181/00409.html#en. Pope Francis will be Celebrating the Holy Week liturgies in 
Rome (British time: Thursday at 5:00pm; Friday at 5:00pm; Saturday at 8:00pm). These can be followed 
in various ways including via „Vatican Media Live‟ on YouTube. 

The Diocese has also issued some suggestions regarding the Celebration of this special time at home. 
These can be found on the next page of this newsletter. 

Parish Finances 

Some people have enquired regarding parish finances during this period, and how to contribute to the 
parish without the weekly collection. This is important as although our churches are closed for public 
worship, our parish continues to function and expenses continue to be incurred. Those who currently do 
not contribute via standing order can: 

 Set up a standing order via online banking. Please contact the parish for the necessary details. 

 Donate via the „Paypal‟ button on the parish website. Donations can be gift-aided if applicable. 
You do not need your own paypal account to use this service. We believe that the cost to the 
parish for donating in this way is 1.4% and 20p per donation. 

 Send a cheque to the parish office (although these may not be presented to the bank for some 
weeks). 

 Wait until public Masses resume, although we have no indication of when this may be. 

These methods are for donations to the parish. They are not for second collections, which will be 
postponed at present, nor for Father Gary‟s Easter Offering. 
 
Chrism Mass normally takes place during Holy Week. This will, in accordance with permissions given by 
the Holy See, be celebrated later in the year. Refunds are available for those who paid for a place on the 
coach. There is normally a renewal to priestly commitment during this Mass. Priests, including Father 
Gary, will be making this privately on Holy Thursday. 

Good Friday is a day of Fast and Abstinence. The law of abstinence binds those who have completed 
their 14th year and flesh meat is forbidden. The law of fasting binds those between 18 and 59 years of 
age (unless a medical condition prevents this), when one main meal and collations are allowed. Also do 
please remember that since September 2011 every Friday which is not a solemnity is a day of 
abstinence. 

There is normally a collection at the end of the afternoon liturgy on Good Friday for the Holy Places and 
Christians in the Holy Land. This will be taken at a later date, probably 12th/13th September which is just 
before the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 

We remember in our prayers Father John Quinn who died recently. We also pray for his family and 
friends. 

@stroudRCchurch: You can keep up to date with parish news by following us on Twitter 
 

http://www.cliftondiocese.com/
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/%0bpubblico/2020/03/25/0181/00409.html#en
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/%0bpubblico/2020/03/25/0181/00409.html#en


 

Suggestions for celebrating Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday at home 

These suggestions are offered as a starting point for us to think about how we might celebrate at home, 
according to our own circumstances. It is also an encouragement to be imaginative and meaningful for 
the circumstances in which we find ourselves. If you are alone, and many will be, know that you are 
united with others doing the same. We are united in the love God has for us all as we find a new way of 
being Church at this time. 

Holy Thursday 9 April 2020 At sunset or early evening have a simple meal together, including bread 
and wine, if possible. Beforehand, maybe earlier in the day, read 1Corinthians 11:23-26 and John 13:1-
15. During the course of the meal talk about what Jesus was doing when he was celebrating the 
Passover. Talk together on what the washing of the feet in John‟s gospel means for us today, in how we 
show love for one another. It might be possible to choose a specific act you could engage in over the 
Easter period, eg contribute to a food bank or charity, write or phone someone, make it a unique gesture 
that suits your family, or your circumstances. Finish with a prayer thanking God for all we have been 
given. 

Good Friday 10 April 2020 At 3pm, if possible, gather together with a cross in the middle of the 
gathering. Read together, John 18:1-19:42. (If children are present tell the story in an age appropriate 
way rather than reading the text.) Spend some time quietly and pray for the pain and suffering of our 
world. Depending on how many are there, it might be good to encourage everyone to share and pray for 
where they see suffering at present. Finish with an Our Father. 

Easter Sunday 12 April 2020 As early in the morning as is possible for you make and have a very 
special breakfast. Decorate the table, including in the decorations a symbol of new life, possibly a plant, 
and home baked bread. Read, Matthew 28:1-10 either before breakfast or during it. Finish with a prayer 
asking God to enable us to live “Do not be afraid...” 

 

Holy Thursday – watching until midnight: The focus for national coverage will be on Saint Chad‟s 
Cathedral in Birmingham. Visit www.stchadscathedral.org.uk during this time for a view of the 
tabernacle. 

Good Friday – Universal Prayers: During the liturgy on Good Friday afternoon there is a specific form 
of prayer used. In extraordinary circumstances an extra prayer can be added. This has been mandated 
this year as follows: 

For the afflicted in time of pandemic 

Let us pray also for all those who suffer the consequences of the current 
pandemic, that God the Father may grant health to the sick, strength to those who 
care for them, comfort to families and salvation to all the victims who have died. 

Almighty ever-living God, 
only support of our human weakness, 
look with compassion upon the sorrowful condition of your children 
who suffer because of this pandemic; 
relieve the pain of the sick, 
give strength to those who care for them, 
welcome into your peace those who have died 
and, throughout this time of tribulation, 
grant that we may all find comfort in your merciful love. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Spiritual Communion: Prayer of St Alphonsus 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar. 
I love you above all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul 
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever. 

Amen. 

PARISH DIARY 
Living Faith: April to June booklet for sale: £1 

Parish 200 Club We have 202 paid members. If YOU are not  

member,  why not join? Contact Carmel on 762260 

http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/


 

SUSPENSION OF SUNDAY AND WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

In common with the other bishops of England and Wales, Bishop Declan has issued a decree in light of 
the current Covid-19 situation. Within this decree it is clear that: 
 

 The obligation of the faithful to attend Mass on a Sunday or Holy Day of Obligation is removed 
until further notice. 

 All churches and chapels, as well as other places where regular Sunday and weekday public 
Masses are celebrated, are to suspend all public Masses. 

 The faithful may choose one of the following alternatives to attending Sunday Mass: 
o Taking part may include watching a Sunday Mass online, or on television, and so receive 

Holy Communion spiritually; OR 
o Reflecting on the Sunday Liturgical text, reading the Bible or saying the Rosary 

 

Although it was hoped that churches could remain open for private prayer, following the Prime Minister's 
statement on 23rd March, all churches in the diocese are to remain closed until further notice. 
 

A possible form of prayer for use when Mass cannot be publicly celebrated can be found at 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/03/No-Mass-A4.pdf. 
 

Sunday and daily Mass readings can be found at https://www.universalis.com/mass.htm. Sunday Mass 
and weekday Mass from Clifton Cathedral is available every day at 9:30am on our diocesan website 
www.cliftondiocese.com. Other Masses & Celebrations can be found at www.churchservices.tv/.Other 
Celebrations including some of those from Rome can be viewed at www.cbcew.org.uk.  
 

Father Gary will be offering Mass privately during this time as „the continued celebration of Mass ensures 
that the faithful can join in spiritual communion with the priests of the church.‟ Requested Mass intentions 
will continue to be offered, generally on or near to the dates requested 
 

While the parish administration continues, access to the parish office is restricted to appointment only. 
For those matters normally dealt with by the parish office please use the parish email or telephone 0784 
249 5988 (Tuesday to Friday 10:00am – 3:00pm). The normal parish telephone number should be used 
to contact Father Gary. 
 

All parish groups and programmes are suspended until further notice. 
 

There will continue to be a weekly newsletter available on the parish website. Please make the 
details of the newsletter known to those who may not access the website. 
 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation: The First Holy Communion programme is suspended until 
further notice. At this time, it is uncertain whether it will be possible to celebrate the First Holy 
Communion Mass on 27th June. Similarly, it is uncertain whether the Confirmation Mass planned for 
Thursday 11th June will be possible. When conditions allow both programmes will be re-planned. 
 

Prayer is always important. Even when we cannot be physically close, prayer unites us. As well as 
traditional prayers known to us there are also resources online: www.prayasyougo.org offers daily 
meditative prayer which some may find useful. Some in Stroud are committing to praying the rosary each 
Tuesday morning at 11:00am. 
 

Baptisms and Marriages cannot take place in the usual way at this time. In any emergency contact 
Father Gary or Deacon Steve. 
 

Funerals, according to present regulations, „should take place at either the graveside or crematorium, 
subject to the conditions laid down by the cemetery or cremation authorities. Arrangements should be 
made for a Mass in memoriam when congregations are allowed to gather safely‟. 
 

Pastoral Visits by clergy or lay people cannot take place in the normal way at present. Father Gary is 
happy to speak with people by telephone. 
 

Please speak with Father Gary regarding any other aspects of parish life or sacramental 
celebration. 

Editor: Richard McDermott, email: rj3mcd@yahoo.co.uk or by post; NB: To avoid disappointment, items for inclusion in 
the Bulletin; MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY MORNING at the Parish Office. 

Clifton Diocese (a Company Limited by Guarantee)    Registered Company No:  10462076 
Registered Charity No:  1170168  Registered Office:  St Ambrose, North Road, Leigh Woods, Bristol  BS8 3PW 

 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/03/No-Mass-A4.pdf
https://www.universalis.com/mass.htm
http://www.cliftondiocese.com/
http://www.churchservices.tv/
http://www.cbcew.org.uk/
http://www.prayasyougo.org/
mailto:rj3mcd@yahoo.co.uk

